Parapsychology Bulletin 


Parapsychology Laboratory 
Duke University 


Numeer 53 


May, 1960 


There is something unique and news- 
worthy in the program of Dr. Milan 
Ryzl, a young research worker on the 
staff of the Institute of Physiology of the 
Czechoslovakian Academy of Science. 

Dr. Ryzl has for many 
years been active in para- 
psychology. con- 
tributed « short article 
to the Journal of Para- 
psychology in 1955 under 
the title ‘Precognition 
and Intervention.” More 
recently he has been de- 
voted to the effort to in- 
crease practical control 
over psi capacity with 
the aid of hypnosis and 
has developed what he 
considers an_ effective 
method of training a sub- 
ject in hypnosis so as 
to increase his psi test 
performance. 

One of his subjects, a Miss J. K., was 
successfully developed to the point of 
scoring at a remarkably high rate in 
clairvoyance tests. Also, when tested for 
precognition, she gave very significant re- 
sults, although at a lower rate. Even- 
tually, perhaps as a reaction against ex- 
cessive testing and in anticipation of her 
coming marriage, her scores dropped to 
chance and she refused to continue. A 
report on one project with J. K. is in 
preparation for the Journal of Parapsy- 
chology. Dr. Ryzl also plans a larger 
work reporting his methods and results. 

Outstanding though Dr. Ryzl’s work 
itself has been, his effort on behalf of the 
advancement of parapsychology as a 
branch of science in his country is even 
more noteworthy. He has felt that 
parapsychology is a branch of natural 
science that ought to have recognition, 
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endorsement, and even support along with 
other subdivisions of inquiry. By lecture 
and through his publications he has in- 
vited attention to the development of this 
field in other countries. As indicated in 
his article “Parapsychol- 
ogy in Czechoslovakia” 
in the Indian Journal of 
Parapsychology (Decem- 
ber, 1959), he sees no 
essential difficulty in har- 
monizing the factual ob- 
servations in  parapsy- 
chology with the general 
trend of scientific 
thought in his or any 
other country. With this 
in mind, he has lectured 
at the Institute of Physi- 
ology on parapsychology 
and has been given as- 
surance of the appoint- 
ment of a scientific com- 
mittee for the considera- 
tion of the problems and methods and 
findings of the field. 

More recently he has taken a further 
and more progressive step. He has sub- 
mitted for the consideration of the Acad- 
emy of Science a thesis on parapsycho- 
logical problems, asking to be allowed to 
defend this thesis as a basis for the 
granting of a higher scientific diploma 
(C.Sc.). This is a unique event in the 
history of Czechoslovakian science; and 
it is new for parapsychology. 

Dr. Ryzl has hope that as the findings 
of parapsychology become better known, 
the Academy of Science will approve a 
research center that will allow full-time 
work in that field by its staff members. 
In the course of preparation for this pro- 
gram he plans to spend a year in Ameri- 
ca in response to an invitation from the 
Parapsychology Laboratory at Duke. 
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A Volume in Honor of 
Dr. Gardner Murphy 


At a dinner in New York on April 14 
of this year, Harper and Brothers, pub- 
lishers, presented Dr. Gardner Murphy 
with a volume of articles written in honor 
of his sixty-fifth birthday by former 
students and colleagues. The work is 
entitled Festschrift for Gardner Murphy. 

Although, like Dr. Murphy’s own pro- 
fessional work, it is predominantly de- 
voted to the field of general psychology, 
there are two contributions from para- 
psychology. Dr. Gertrude Schmeidler 
reports her use of Rorschach methods to 
predict success in GESP tests comparing 
different sender-receiver relations. Her 
results, while not significant, have served 
as the introduction to continued investiga- 
tion. 

Dr. J. L. Woodruff reports on clairvoy- 
ance tests in which, unknown to the sub- 
jects, the target symbols were changed 
from black to red in 40 percent of the 
trials, with some significant differences 
resulting. 

This brief review of the appearance of 
the appreciation volume serves to re- 
mind us that it is now about fifty years 
since Dr. Murphy began his active in- 
terest in parapsychology, as his “Notes 
for a Parapsychological Autobiography” 
in the Sept., 1957, issue of the Journal 
of Parapsychology would indicate. Read- 
ers of the Journal article may well re- 
_ ceive the impression that parapsychology 
represents a larger emphasis of interest 
in Dr. Murphy’s life than the two articles 
(out of 26) in the Festschrift might sug- 
gest. But the autobiographical article 
indicates some of the various outlets 
through which his interest in psi has 
found expression. 

There has been the contribution of 
leadership. He has been President of 
the Society for Psychical Research, Vice 
President of the American Society for 
Psychical Research, a position he still 
holds, and he is at this time Vice Presi- 
dent of the Parapsychological Associa- 
tion. 

Dr. Murphy has written a number of 
articles on parapsychology and more re- 
cently has been at work on books as 


well. The Viking Press will shortly 
bring out Wiliam James and Psychical 
Research, edited by Gardner Murphy and 
R. O. Ballou. Early in 1961 Harpers 
will publish Dr. Murphy’s book Challenge 
of Psychological Research: An Introduc- 
tion to Parapsychology. In his autobio- 
graphical article he indicates he is at work 
on a larger parapsychological volume as 
well. 

Beyond doubt, however, his greatest 
aid to parapsychology has been in the 
encouragement and sponsorship he has 
given to younger workers in the field. 
In time a volume of their contributions 
could well be compiled in a second Fest- 
Schrift. 

It is particularly appropriate that the 
two representatives of parapsychology in 
the present volume should have been 
Dr. Schmeidler and Dr. Woodruff; for 
it was while Dr. Murphy was Chairman 
of the Dept. of Psychology at City Col- 
lege that these two staff members were 
acquired by the College and their work 
in parapsychology was begun there. Thus 
there was added the important considera- 
tion of a position in which the work could 
be done. As a result, City College has 
been, even since the departure of Dr. 
Murphy to assume the Directorship of 
Research at the Menninger Foundation 
in Topeka, an important center of para- 
psychological inquiry. 


Events 

Dr. Gardner Murphy and Dr. J. G. 
Pratt are invited speakers on a “Sym- 
posium on the Scientific Basis of Para- 
psychology” to be held on the afternoon of 
June 9 at the University of Manitoba in 
Winnipeg. The symposium is sponsored 
by the Canadian Physiological Society, 
and it will be part of the annual meeting 
of the Canadian Federation of Biological 
Societies. Dr. Murphy will review the 
research on extrasensory perception, and 
Dr. Pratt, the evidence for psychokinesis. 


A symposium on “Religion and Para- 
psychology” was held in Cuttack, India, 
on December 26 under the joint auspices 
of Utkal University and the Seth Sohan 
Lal Memorial Institute of Parapsychol- 
ogy. (A full report appears in the De- 
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cember, 1959, Indian Journal of Para- 
psychology.) The proceedings con- 
sisted of the inaugural address of Dr. 
P. Parija, Vice Chancellor of the Uni- 
versity, and of addresses by five other 
speakers: Prof. A. C. Das, President of 
the Symposium and Head of the Dept. 
of Philosophy, Calcutta University; Prof. 
G. S. Nair, Kerala University; M. N. 
Mukerjee, Calcutta Spiritual Society; 
the Rev. Dr. R. V. De Smet, De Nobili 
College; and Prof. H. N. Banerjee, Di- 
rector of the Seth Sohan Lal Memorial 
Institute of Parapsychology. All six 
speakers saw an important relation be- 
tween religion and parapsychology. 


Dr. C.. A. Meier, former Director of 
the Jung Institute at Zurich, now a pro- 
fessor at the Swiss Federal Institute of 
Technology, is planning to give a course 
of lectures on parapsychology. It will be 
the first undertaking of its kind in a 
Swiss educational institution. 


An investigation in India of the ESP 
relation between teacher and pupil has 
been approved by the government of 
Rajasthan through its Dept. of Educa- 
tion. The research project is based on 
the investigations of Mr. J. G. van 
Busschbach, Inspector of Schools in 
Amsterdam, presently on leave at the 
Parapsychology Laboratory of Duke Uni- 
versity. According to Prof. H. N. 
Banerjee, Research Director of the Seth 
Sohan Lal Memorial Institute of Para- 
psychology, on whose initiative the proj- 
ect was undertaken, this research proj- 
ect will be centered in the Government 
Girls’ College at Sri Ganganagar. 


Television, radio, and newspapers have 
been giving widespread publicity in re- 
cent months to claims of unusual clair- 
voyant powers of the Dutchman, Peter 
Hurkos. One statement was that Hurkos 
had been at Duke University and -had 
given ESP test performances, with one 
hundred percent success. Statements were 
also made that Hurkos performed suc- 
cessfully at one laboratory in an elec- 
trically screened cage. Since many ques- 
tions have arisen concerning the authen- 
ticity and value of these claims, it is 
important that some reliable information 
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be given. Hurkos has not been investi- 
gated at the Duke Laboratory and is not 
known to have given any such perform- 
ances as those claimed in any univer- 
sity laboratory. An invitation was ex- 
tended to Hurkos by the Duke Labora- 
tory on the strength of his predictions of 
the rank order of the baseball teams in 
the two major leagues in 1959, predictions 
that were published in This Week maga- 
zine before the opening of the season. 
The odds were better than a thousand to 
one. 


Books and Articles 

ESP in Relation to Rorschach Test 
Evaluation by Dr. Gertrude Schmeidler 
has appeared as the second of Parapsy- 
chological Monographs (Parapsychology 
Foundation, Inc., New York). This 
larger work brings together the results, 
and further analyses of them, obtained 
in experiments that have been reported 
in preceding years in the parapsychologi- 
cal journals. Dr. Schmeidler again con- 
cludes that the favorably disposed 
“sheep” tended to have higher scores in 
ESP tests than the “goats,” especially for 
subjects whose social adjustment is good 
and who do not show marked inhibition 
or Over-responsiveness. 


Parapsychology has a definite place 
in Dimensions of Mind (New York Uni- 
versity Press), edited by Prof. Sidney 
Hook. The volume, consisting of twenty- 
nine articles, contains the proceedings of 
the Third Annual New York University 
Institute of Philosophy held in May, 1959. 
Parapsychology is mentioned, first in 
Part I, “The Mind-Body Problem,” in 
the article by Dr. Herbert Feigl, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, under the title 
“Mind-Body Not a Pseudoproblem.” In 
the same section appears a seven-page 
article by J. B. Rhine with the title “On 
Parapsychology and the Nature of Man.” 
In Part II, “The Brain and the Machine,” 
Dr. Michael Scriven of Swarthmore Col- 
lege gives a paragraph on parapsychology 
in his article, ““The Compleat Robot: a 
Prolegomena to Androidology.” In the 
following article, “Comments on Key Is- 
sues,” Dr. Satosi Watanabe of Interna- 
tional Business Machines Laboratories, 
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comments on the statements by Rhine 
and Scriven. 


A new study of evidence from cross- 
correspondences bearing on the hypothe- 
sis of post-mortem survival and based on 
the Willett scripts has appeared as Part 
189, Vol. 52, of the Proceedings of the 
Society for Psychical Research under the 
title “The Palm Sunday Case: New Light 
on an Old Love Story” by Jean Balfour 
(The Countess of Balfour). The author 
comments: “On the question of the evi- 
dence . . . the reader will have to judge 
for himself.” But she considers that the 
design revealed in the scripts examined 
“can certainly be explained more simply 
on the hypothesis that it comes from the 
dead than by the alternative explana- 


As many readers doubtless know, 
Manas* is a “journal of independent in- 
quiry concerned with the study of the 
principles which move world society on 
its present course.” They also may know 
that it is a journal that often refers to 
the frontier science of parapsychology. 
Now, however, it has gone so far as to 
publish a full-fledged article on the sub- 
ject, a paper read by Dr. C. W. Weiant at 
the Mexico City meeting of the American 
Anthropological Association. The pur- 
pose of this paper (“Parapsychology and 
Anthropology”) was to summarize the 
development of parapsychology, to note 
the influence of parapsychology upon 
anthropology, and to point out the 
desirability of co-operation between para- 
psychologists and anthropologists. After 
a listing of some leading contributions to 
parapsychology, an impressively long 
series of instances are given in which 
anthropologists have found and_ taken 
account of parapsychical phenomena in 
the special cultures and preliterate so- 
cieties with which they have worked. 

The author, however, adds: “Every 
anthropologist should acquaint 
himself with the techniques of para- 
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psychological research and make use 
of these .. . to establish what is real and 
what is illusion in the so-called paranor- 
mal.” 


Science of April 1, 1960, contains yet 
another explanation of why ESP is “not 
generally accepted.” It was given by Dr. 
George Gaylord Simpson, Professor of 
vertebrate paleontology at Harvard. In 
his address, “The World into Which Dar- 
win Led Us,” given at the meetings of 
the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science in December, Dr. 
Simpson states: “A great mass of facts 
is claimed to demonstrate the reality of 
that unexplained phenomenon, and yet it 
is not generally accepted. It seems quite 
clear that it will not carry conviction un- 
less some credible explanation is pro- 
duced.” 


Other periodicals reflect the views of 
other scholars that may aid in dealing 
with precognition. The _ periodical 
Analysis, dealing primarily with logic, 
has in recent years contained a series of 
exchanges which would be pertinent to 
the application of the concept of causality 
to cognitions of future events. This series 
extends from Vol. 16 (1956) through 
Vol. 20 (1960). The main contributors 
have been Max Black, A. G. N. Flew, 
Michael Scriven, David Pears, R. Tay- 
lor and R. Chisholm, and W. Dray. 


In the British Journal of the Philoso- 
phy of Science, Feb., 1960, under the 
title “ESP and Memory: Physical 
Theory,” a British physician, Dr. Ninian 
Marshall, offers a theory of the telepathic 
type of ESP. The British Journal of 
Statistical Psychology for 1959, No. 12, 
contains a 45-page article by its editor, 
Sir Cyril Burt, which begins with a re- 
view of Soal and Bowden’s The Mind 
Readers but expands into a_ general 
critical appraisal of the field of para- 
psychology and a constructive interpreta- 
tion of its results. This is an outstanding 
critique by one of Britain’s most distin- 
guished psychologists. 


The ParapsycHotocy BuLterin, issued quarterly, is sent to all Journal of Parapsychology subscribers. 
Others may subscribe for $1 a year by applying to the Parapsychology Bulletin, College Station, Durham, 
North Carolina. 
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